Weld County Mobility Council

Meeting Notes


November 15, 2011
1:30 p.m., Greeley Recreation Center

Council Members: 








Beth Danielson, Connections for Independent Living
Kathy Van Soest, Center for Independence
Kevin Thompson, North Range Behavioral Health
Brad Taylor, Weld Advocacy Network for People with Disabilities

DeeAnn Groves. Senior Resource Services

Mike Yost, Greeley-Evans Transit

NFRMPO Staff:  Mary Warring, Mary Rogers 



Meeting Objective: 
- Public outreach/Advocacy discussion
                            

1. Review of Agenda – Discussion of goals and advocacy may take most of the meeting time – all other items except member reports can be tabled until December meeting.
2. Public Comment – There was no public comment.
3. Approval of Meeting Notes – Meeting notes were approved as written.

4. Discussion Items - WCMC goals/advocacy 
Warring shared statements that were made at the November 3rd MPO Planning Council meeting regarding the Mobility Coordination program.  Cliff Davidson, NFRMPO executive Director and Greeley Mayor Tom Norton made statements regarding advocacy and the role of the mobility councils in their respective counties.
Warring stated that she did not know how the comments made would affect the mobility councils but wanted the WCMC to understand that the question of what level of advocacy was appropriate by the mobility councils had been brought up at the regional level.
The council had a lengthy conversation about advocacy and their perspectives on what the role of the WCMC should be and what they saw as their role going forward.  The WCMC members identified some points that they feel are critical to future discussion of the issue including:

· The WCMC has worked diligently on issues they believe are important to improved mobility in Weld County and are frustrated that it is being questioned.
· The WCMC believes that advocacy is integral to the goals in the NFRMPO Coordinated Plan and in fact, is an identified strategy in the plan for improving transit services in the Greeley-Evans area.
· The WCMC has already been formed and working together for several years. Excellent work has been accomplished including travel training, the volunteer driver program partnership, surveys and a large public event.
      
The council members requested that Cliff Davidson attend a future meeting so that they could gain a better understanding of what any concerns might be at the regional level and talk with him directly about the WCMC’s role in the NFRMPO.

5. Council Member Reports 
Yost - Shared that a new Medicaid broker had been hired by the state called First Care.  There will likely be some new rules and he will keep the WCMC posted of what they might be and how they might affect GET.
Groves – SRS will be having an open house next Thursday Dec. 2nd.
Van-Soest – Is now the representative for the City of Evans on the Greeley-Evans Citizen Transportation Advisory Board.  The census changed her zip code thus removing her residence from the City of Greeley.  She feels that the City of Evans if very supportive of transportation issues and CTAB input.
Van-Soest added that she wanted it noted for the record that on behalf of the WCMC she wanted to thank Warring for her service to the council.  Warring has facilitated the work of the WCMC well and it’s appreciated.



6. Adjournment – Meeting Adjourned at 3:00 pm


Next Meeting: Tuesday, December 20th 
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